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COMMUNITIES — CHILDREN IN CARE — ACHIEVER AWARDS 

Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [12.15 pm]: I have the great pleasure to update 
the house on the Department of Communities’ annual Achiever Awards program. Now in its thirty-first year, this 
unique program celebrates the efforts of young Western Australians with a care experience, who are pursuing further 
education and training. 

As the Minister for Child Protection, I acknowledge that young people in out-of-home care are some of the most 
vulnerable members of our community. Due to the significant trauma many have experienced during their lives, 
they consistently experience greater disadvantage than most young people in the general population. There were 
31 young people announced as winners across the awards for university achiever, registered training achiever 
and apprenticeship or traineeship achiever. This year, the winners included 11 Aboriginal young people across all 
categories. In addition to these education and training awards, winners were also announced for the community 
spirit award, for showing leadership and making a positive impact on their community. The excellence in education 
and training award recognises a Department of Communities staff member for their outstanding commitment to 
furthering education and training outcomes in child protection. 

The achievements of this year’s young winners highlights their incredible resilience and determination despite 
facing significant personal obstacles. Their hard work and perseverance is testament to their incredible spirit and 
will see them well placed to achieve their career goals and life ambitions. I am proud to be part of a government 
that has a genuine commitment to achieving better outcomes for vulnerable young people. I take this opportunity 
to acknowledge and congratulate all the 2021 award winners and wish them all the best for their education and 
training endeavours. 
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